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European trader away, forgetting that when he was unchecked before,
he did not succeed in doing so and that in Pretoria the Indian trade com-
pared to the European trade is, after all, very small.

We may add that, even if the fear were justified, it has no bearing on
the present question, because the Legislative Council had under discus-
sion the matter only of old licenses. Sir George Farrar suggested a middle
way between the Colonial Secretary's amendment and Mr. Bourke's
amendment. The result is that a Commission is to be appointed to investi-
gate the cases of "those Asiatics trading here before the war without
licenses, provisional licenses being issued meanwhile to the Asiatic store-
keepers, and the Government would introduce legislation embodying the
principles of the Cape Immigration Act".

We welcome the appointment of the Commission, for we have always
felt that there is very great misunderstanding as to the number of existing
Indian licenses and that the members of the White League and other
bodies have exaggerated the effect of Indian trade. The Commission,
therefore, will afford the opportunity of clearing up the mist, and every-
one will know definitely the position of Indian trade in the Colony. The
Indians have always asked for daylight to be shed upon their doings, and
we look forward with every confidence to the result of the Commission.
And if our expectations are realised, the sober-minded Colonists in the
Transvaal could have no excuse for continuing the anti-Indian agitation
which can do no good to cither party, and which unnecessarily embitters
the feeling between two communities who ought to be able to live side
by side in peace.

Indian Opinion, 31-12-1903

73. COLOURED RAILWAY TRAVELLERS
IJV THE TRANSVAAL
The same day that Mr. Duncan's amendment of the Bazaar Notice
came up before the Legislative Council, Mr. H. Solomon moved his
resolution about Coloured railway travellers; and although his remarks
were mostly devoted to Native passengers, they are instructive, shewing
how easy it is, by using the term "Native" and "Coloured Person" synony-
mously, to drag down the British Indians. The honourable member's
resolution, too, was so vague and contradictory that Sir Richard had no
difficulty in pulling Mr. Solomon up. The latter had to eat his own words
and to say in reply to Sir Richard's remark that, if the honourable member
did not want Coloured people to travel first class, he should not inflict
them on the second-class passengers either, that he never meant to say
anything of the kind and that he contemplated separate accommodation
of the same class for Coloured people.
We venture to agree with Sir Richard that the resolution was ill
timed and calculated to give rise to unnecessary bitterness and ill-feeling.